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Factors Affecting the Crisis of Public Confidence
in Thai Politicians

Boontika Keereewan !" Jutharat Subphatthanamongkon?

Kraengrit Peawluang® Weeranuch Promjak*

This academic article aims to examine the factors contributing to the crisis of public
confidence in Thai politicians, analyze the significance of restoring such confidence, and
synthesize practical strategies for addressing the issue. Utilizing a documentary research
approach, the study draws upon books, peer-reviewed academic articles, research reports, and
other relevant sources from both domestic and international contexts. The analysis employs
key theoretical frameworks, including Political Trust, the Patron-Client System, Montesquieu’s
Theory of Separation of Powers, and the principles of Good Governance, to elucidate the
underlying causes and implications of this crisis within the Thai political system. The findings
reveal that the crisis of public confidence stems from deeply rooted structural and behavioral
deficiencies, including pervasive corruption, the absence of ethical and moral accountability
among officeholders, recurrent military interventions, centralized bureaucratic governance,
entrenched patronage networks, the institutional weakness of political parties, and inequitable
economic development. These factors have collectively eroded citizens’ trust in
the government and political representatives, fostered disillusionment toward political
participation, and diminished public confidence in the mechanisms of checks and balances.
Consequently, this erosion of trust undermines the stability and effectiveness of Thailand’s
democratic governance. The article proposes that addressing this crisis requires comprehensive
structural reforms aimed at fostering a transparent, accountable, and public-oriented political
system. It emphasizes the necessity of enhancing the ethical and moral standards of political
actors while expanding meaningful citizen participation in decision-making processes.
Restoring public confidence is presented as a critical prerequisite for revitalizing democratic
governance and achieving long-term political stability in Thailand.
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