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Factors and Challenges of Thai Politics in the
Changing Democratic Era
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Narinthon Kunnawong 3
Artit Saengchawek *

This academic article aims to examine the factors and challenges of Thai politics in the
changing democratic era. It focuses on exploring, analyzing, and synthesizing knowledge
regarding the adaptation of Thailand’s political system within the dynamic and constantly
evolving context of democracy. The study is based on books, textbooks, academic articles,
research reports, and relevant scholarly documents in order to present accurate, comprehensive,
and in-depth conclusions about the current political phenomenon in Thailand.

The findings reveal that Thai politics in the modern democratic era faces a number of
challenges. These include political instability and lack of sustainability, rapid transformations
in social structures, systemic corruption, and persistent inequalities in economic, social, and
political power distribution. Additional obstacles involve interventions by vested interest
groups, declining public trust in political institutions, and deep-rooted ideological conflicts that
have long hindered the consolidation of democracy. At the same time, several key factors
significantly shape political change. These include uneven economic development, advances
in digital technology, the expanding role of mass media and social media, the influence of
globalization, the growing importance of civil society organizations, and the increasing
political awakening of citizens, particularly among younger generations. These groups tend to
demand greater transparency, accountability, and meaningful political participation. Such
factors contribute to calls for structural reform and encourage the emergence of more flexible,
diverse, and innovative forms of political engagement.

Factors Challenges, Thai Politics, Democracy, Era of Globalization
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