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The Role of Civil Society in Promoting
Vocational Opportunities

for Persons with Disabilities: A Case Study of
Naduang District, Loei Province

Wanwisa Suwanchai !

Weernuch Promjak

This study aimed to: (1) examine how civil society promotes vocational opportunities
for persons with disabilities; (2) investigate the participation of civil society in promoting
employment for persons with disabilities in Na Duang District, Loei Province; and (3) explore
effective strategies to enhance such participation. The research employed a qualitative
methodology, using in-depth interviews with 26 key informants. Data were analyzed using
descriptive content analysis.

The findings revealed that vocational skill development aligned with the individual
potential and limitations of persons with disabilities can be categorized into five areas: (1)
digital and online marketing skills, (2) handicraft skills, (3) low-labor agricultural skills, (4)
basic vocational skills suited to specific disabilities, and (5) product branding and image
development skills. The role of civil society was found to involve five key areas: (1) organizing
vocational training and skill development, (2) collaborating with the government to allocate
resources, (3) building support networks at the local level, (4) providing career guidance and
counseling, and (5) promoting positive social attitudes towards persons with disabilities. An
effective model for promoting civil society participation should be based on integrated
collaboration between government agencies, the private sector, and civil society organizations,
with civil society serving as the core driver to link economic and social opportunities to persons
with disabilities. Although the implementation in Na Duang District has shown promising
progress, limitations remain in terms of reaching remote populations and addressing the lack
of essential resources. These challenges require systematic solutions to ensure inclusive and
sustainable vocational development for persons with disabilities in the long term.

Persons With Disabilities, Civil Society, Vocational Promotion, Participation,
Sustainable Development
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