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Political Ethics in the 21st Century:
Opportunities and Challenges

Phra Kritsada Dhammasaro (sarawit)
Surasak Buddha 2

Abstract

This article focuses on the study of political ethics in the 21st century, examining the
opportunities and challenges arising in a complex and rapidly changing political environment.
The objective of the study is to analyze the ethical principles that influence policymaking and
decision-making among politicians in the digital era, as well as their impact on democracy
and transparent governance. The article also considers the role of information technology and
social media in both establishing and undermining ethical standards within contemporary
political systems. The study involves an analysis of data from literature reviews and case
studies related to various countries, aiming to provide an overview of the development of
political ethics and the roles of political institutions and citizens in reinforcing or challenging
these ethical standards. The findings reveal that while technology and social communication
provide greater opportunities for political participation, they also present risks related to
misinformation and a lack of ethical responsibility. Additionally, key challenges include
corruption, conflicts of interest, and political division, which complicate the maintenance of
ethical standards in modern politics. The study's recommendations emphasize the necessity of
developing policies and measures that promote the ethics and accountability of political
officeholders, as well as enhancing the roles of citizens and the media in monitoring the
misuse of power. The article suggests that the appropriate application of ethical principles in
political systems is essential for achieving sustainability and justice in society.

Keywords: Political Ethics, 21st Century, Opportunities and Challenges
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