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Abstract

This research article aimed to (1) develop and evaluate the appropriateness of
simulation-based and role-playing lesson plans on parliamentary processes against
predetermined quality criteria; (2) compare students' understanding of parliamentary
processes before and after learning; (3) compare the mean post-test understanding score
with a criterion of 70% of the total score; and (4) examine students' satisfaction with the
instruction. A one-group pretest-posttest design was employed. Participants were all 16 first-
year Bachelor of Political Science students enrolled in SO2102 at Mahamakut Buddhist
University, Isan Campus, in the first semester of the 2025 academic year. Instruments
comprised five lesson plans (15 hours), a 30-item understanding test, a participation behavior
assessment using a scoring rubric, a satisfaction questionnaire, and reflective journals. Data
were analyzed using the mean, standard deviation, dependent samples t-test, one-sample t-
test, Hedges' g, and content analysis.

The results showed that: 1) the lesson plans were rated at the highest level of
appropriateness (U = 4.60, O = 0.38), and the test had a KR-20 reliability of .82; 2) post-test
scores (WU = 24.25, O = 2.15) were significantly higher than pre-test scores ([l = 12.50, O =
2.45) at the .05 level, t(15) = 15.42, p < .001, Hedges' ¢ av = 4.85; 3) the mean post-test
score was significantly higher than the 70% criterion (21 points) at the .05 level, t(15) = 6.05,
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p < .001; and 4) overall satisfaction was at the highest level (W = 4.60, O = 0.52). Reflective
journal data supported the quantitative results regarding the mechanics of lawmaking, the

importance of standing orders, and political empathy.
Keywords: simulation, role-playing, parliamentary process, active learning, understanding
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