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The volunteer spirit of Maghamanava in the Dhammapada Commentary
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Abstract
The story of Maghamanava appears in the commentary to the Khuddaka Nikaya, the
second chapter of the Dhammapada, Appamada Vagga. It tells the story of a young man who
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volunteers by building houses, pavilions, and roads. He does this out of a desire for
personal gain, but rather as a way of helping society and recognizes the hardships of others, he
prepares and acts to protect others from harm. Despite his compassionate nature and regular
volunteer work, he is accused of being a thief, leading to his death penalty. However, due to the
power of his merit and his compassion, the danger of execution was unaffected. He is granted a
royal pardon, praised, and bestowed with wealth by the king. Maghamanava's volunteer work
also attracts others to join him in doing good deeds and volunteering, whether they are his 33
friends and 4 wives also participate, without Maghamanava persuading him. Furthermore, his

meritorious deeds in this life led to his being reborn as Sakka in heaven after death.
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