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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this descriptive study was to explore perception of field
experience of nursing student, School of Nursing, Rangsit University. The 35 purposive
sample composed of the third year and the forth year student were recruited for
interviewing.

The nursing student perceived that the field experience yield 4 categories :

1) Outcomes of the field experience were knowledge and direct experience,
application of theory to practice which led to deep understanding, good memory and
improve examination outcome. They gained better understanding about clients' situation,
and nurses' situation, nurses' role and characteristics, their parents and others. Further-
more they gained better decision making, and self-confidence. They also learned and
adjusted themselves to their classmate and environment and gained collaboration and
team working experiences. They also learned how to control themselves and time
management.

2) The impressive and non-impressive experiences were clinical instructor, nurses,
inconvenience accommodation, and poor role model.

3) Obstacles were uncomplicated cases, serious instructor, assignment overload,
insufficiency and out of date textbooks. According to the distance of the field study
location and time rush, they could not study intensively and they could not have enough
time to study client's data from medical record.

4) Finally the suggestions concerned about clinical instructor and field study plan.

The findings from this study provide relevant data for improving further field
study planning and curriculum development.

Keywords: Perception, Field Experience, Nursing Student
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