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A Survey of Opinions on Instruction Patterns and Techniques for Practicum

in Laboratory Diagnosis Course
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the study was to survey the opinions, in order to use the data
collected to improve instruction patterns and techniques for Laboratory Diagnosis, a
practicum course in the Faculty of Medical Technology, at Rangsit University. The
tools used in this study were questionnaires. The samples consisted of 220 subjects,
who were 65 fourth year students in academic year 2004, 84 fourth year students in
acacemic year 2005, 26 former students during academic year 2001-2003 and 45 prac-
titioners in hospitals where the practicums took place for Laboratory Diagnosis course
in academic year 2004.

The results showed that the fourth year students gained from both faculty and
hospital practicums, knowledge and useful capacity for medical technology profession,

at a very satisfied level.

However, they commented on the inadequacy of the equipments and of the
reagents and the inconvenience to get to the practicum hospitals. The result from
former students revealed that the used patterns of practicum were at a fair to good
level. They gained from practicums, knowledge and useful capacity at a very satisfied
level. But they suggested to enhance proficiency in English and in computer of the
students. As for the practitioners in the practicum hospitals, they felt that, on the
whole, the instruction patterns, the students’ gained knowledge, their responsability and
personality, were at a fair to good level. The practitioners made suggestions of
increasing time for practicum; and the students had to find out about the laboratory

work before beginning the practicum and had to grow rich in various fields of knowledge.

To sum up, the instruction patterns and techniques used in the practicum course,
both in the Faculty of Medical Technology and in the hospitals were at a suitable level,

and on condition that the suggestions will be put to use to improve the practicum course.

Keywords: Practicum in Laboratory Diagnosis, Instruction Patterns and Techniques,

Improvement
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