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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to develop the competency of “Knowing and Understanding
the Community” among primary school students through a place-based learning process in the context of
Pa Khlok Community, Phuket Province, and to examine the impacts of such learning processes on
community transformation. The study employed the Participatory Action Research (PAR) approach. The
target group consisted of 34 primary school students, while an additional 20 participants including teachers,
pre-service teachers, and community representatives served as key informants. The place-based learning
process was implemented through a series of participatory and creative activities, namely: (1) Young Guides
and Community Tourism Services of Pa Khlok, (2) 18 Check-in Points of Pa Khlok Community, (3) Cap-Cut
and TikTok for Brand & Content Creator, and (4) Pitching Navigator. Data were collected through a
community competency assessment form, interviews, and students’ reflective journals, and analyzed using
content analysis.

The findings revealed that prior to participation, students demonstrated a moderate level of
community competency (51.00%), whereas after the intervention, their competency improved significantly,
with 37.20% at a proficient level and 43.10% at an expert level across three domains: (1) knowledge and
understanding of the community, (2) communication and participation skills, and (3) citizenship
characteristics with local value awareness. The place -based learning process also contributed to positive
community transformation in four dimensions: (1) educational linking community-based learning to real-life
contexts; (2) social strengthening collaboration among schools, communities, and higher education
institutions; (3) economic promoting creative tourism and stimulating the local economy; and (4)
environmental enhancing students’ environmental awareness and sense of stewardship. In conclusion, the
place-based learning process served as an effective approach for enhancing students’ community
awareness and understanding competencies while fostering sustainable, competency-based Learning design

that promotes civic learning and community engagement at the local level.

Keywords Community Knowledge and Understanding Competency, Place-based Learning,

Pa-Khlok Community
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