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Abstract

This research aimed to study and compare the decision-making factors in choosing to
study in private higher education institutions in the Northeastern region. The sample consisted of
389 first-year students in the academic year 2022 studying in private higher education institutions
in the Northeastern region from 10 universities and colleges. The research instrument was
a questionnaire. The statistics used for data analysis were frequency, percentage, mean,

and standard deviation. The statistical tests were t-tests and one-way ANOVA. The research
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findings were 1) the factors that are important in deciding to study in private higher education
institutions in the Northeastern region are at a high level overall, which are ranked in the first 5 items
as follows: (1) expectation to have an honorable career, create pride for oneself and family
(psychological factor), (2) decision because the knowledge gained will be used to work in
the local area (cultural factor), (3) decision according to one's own needs (psychological factor),
(4) ability to borrow money from the student loan fund (marketing factor), and (5) the curriculum
that is offered meets the needs of the labor market (marketing factor), respectively, and 2) students
with different gender, parents' occupations, and GPAs did not make different decisions to study in
private higher education institutions, while students with different family incomes and faculties of
study made different decisions to study in private higher education institutions at a statistically

significant level of 0.05.
Keywords: Continuing Education Decision, Private Higher Education Institution, Northeastern Region
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