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Abstract

Around the year 2017, certain online media articles criticized the
Buddha statues at Wat Phra Dhammakaya for deviating from traditional
Thai Buddha images. Intrigued by the intersection of Buddhist art and
academic exploration, the author embarked on a study to delve deeper
into this issue. The article has two primary objectives: 1) to scrutinize and
compare the concepts behind creating Buddha images in Gandhara art and
Dvaravati art in Thailand with those employed at Wat Phra Dhammakaya,
and 2) to investigate and compare the 32 characteristics of a great man
and the 80 consonants associated with the head of the Buddha image at
Wat Phra Dhammakaya. The study adopts documentary research methods,
analyzing the concept of creating a statue representing the Buddha and
incorporating insights from various relevant sources.

The study revealed the following findings:

1) The concept of creating Buddha images in Gandhara art and
Dvaravati art in Thailand shares a commonality with the concept behind
building Buddha statues at Wat Phra Dhammakaya: they all involve the
creation of representations of the Lord Buddha. However, a distinction
exists as the construction of Buddha images at Wat Phra Dhammakaya also
signifies the creation of a body representing the Dhammakaya, residing
in the center of the human body. This is in line with the propagation of
meditation practices according to the teachings of Phra Mongkolthepmuni
(Sod Chandasaro). The term "Dhammakaya” finds validation in the Tripitaka

and ancient Buddhist scriptures.
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2) The head of the Buddha image at Wat Phra Dhammakaya exhibits
characteristics corresponding to 8 of the 32 characteristics of a great
man and 14 of the 80 consonants. Additionally, it possesses distinctive
features aligning with the qualities of beauty and youthfulness observed
in contemporary individuals. Certain internal characteristics, not outwardly

evident, remain undisclosed due to their nature.

Keywords: Head, Buddha Image, Wat Phra Dhammakaya, Gandhara Art,

Dvaravati Art
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