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Abstract

"Stapa"and "Cetiya" are words that are used to refer to the architectural
structures that are built to commemorate the important persons once they
died. Some see stupa and chedi as synonymous words while others believe
there is a fundamental difference. This article aims to study the use of the
words "Stdpa" and "Cetiya" through literature that appears in the ancient
Indian culture, focusing on the pre-Buddhist era, the Buddhist era and the
era of commentaries on Buddhism in Theravada Buddhism, in order to see
the use of the words "Stlpa" and "Cetiya" more clearly.

The study found that the use of the words "Stlpa" and "Cetiya" refers
to the similar architectural structure, but the image of "Stpa" refers to the
architectural structure for containing the relics of the Buddha and inside
it must have a circular room, poles and a platform for placing the relics.
Additionally, "Stapa" may also refer to a container that looks like a Stapa that
encases another smaller container inside that holds sacred objects within.
The word "Cetiya" has several meanings, including a place for practicing
religious rituals, a place of respect and reverence, a place where the Buddha
attained enlightenment, a place built for worship and remembrance of the

Buddha, as well as a place for containing the relics of the Buddha

Keywords: Stapa, Cetiya, Ancient India Civilizations
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