M198N98NTAUAT SITTHICHINDA JOURNAL. ISSN 3057-1804 (ONLINE) 100

UseSRransuaciaUnssnTadesdiu | Saursusnaaaiiaadesins
THE HISYORY AND ART OF WAT CHIANG MAN : THE FIRST TEMPLE OF CHIANG
MAI

159EIAN BITAWTINS | WA S

Wannida Teeratusananan, Li Cansong
NNTINYIRYAFANEATL U

Yunnan Normal University

*Corresponding author, e-mail: faiy.confidant@gmail.com

Received: 22 April 2025, Revivsed: 5 May 2025, Accepted: 13 May 2025

UNARLD
Vi o

UNANNATINITHRTR0 U AN ea A2 s RrmansuasAaUnTs NI AIEee 4l

9

1 1
o/

FIENIANNNIMUETIHT A AT nansa Fadesiudndauiiusnuazituniigale
daaduelnd sorUuduniendunisnasnailostud w.e. 1839 Tnangy1dsas naeasdlfng
21efINT U iU oead 1918 a9 LN T2 a9 HNAI UGN LATNIZINBNIUUINTT “TA

] . dl dl v = 4'9/ Ao o [ 4'0'/ =) dy
Beadi” §1enANEBiEesnisas Nl esidesidnduiiluidureadies nsAnENTIRmnING
%N1931AT1EAIENRITF U ULALTUIBY TIHEINITRITITNTIATUINIA DA NHIIUTIURO LA

Tusoudng wanisAnuanudn Fadesduisngunnsdsydfeansiands nanguddn e

[

AaN913NTAEEeTY Fery Im899 w1 HBIUNBNINTNTNEIEN UATNEYITIIUNS
29N 1avie SanfusauTmBeaTuuisian uonainil Admunnisvesindesinug
azvioutivuszifransniaifsuulasssiuunifagrednian dausiasnaaedisanaautinis
Hunassdnd uaienszonniiay TudfinwanniinenssuuarAalngss dadaaiuivumasson
aa ! ' Ao o Y A oy % @)
NAUTIRASATRAZAIENAINTANY Befdsznauiiddsy [Hud whgdeden Wuaaninansss
dfyuAaUzd e uazilusosTagduandn W wanasiaand (wszufionna) uaz wazwnogy
Unanssuineuninds n1simsneilussdngmaniiuanfiiuindmdeniuivgadidny
= 1 PR o a o a v 9/ =
wEangnsuanilAsuneTmussan luginme Banzduesndeld uarasviauaaadunmg
TUBTTHIBIDIFITITHA NN TUgIHENIANNNITANETTH TmBeeiulgoirnana A alu

=Y v

TN YANBOINWUTLTAAERT UNAIFEUINNARUNTIN UATNUANI9Tadgy ey 1ed N15AnEIH

U

aa 1

ianauue i nnsvmu g deyafaia dussunisidousonansgney uazwauilsunsy



9/N9ANTAUAT SITTHICHINDA JOURNAL. ISSN 3057-1804 (ONLINE) 101

1
o/

msfinuiienisayinduazdunennsannieimusssniagnedslin nevinadinlednide sy

A TuNTRE AN RS NI A A N INUET TR S BN AR

ARTATY: IATNT; ARUNTIHATHNI; HIANYWNIMUTITN

Abstract

This academic article aims to analyze the history and art of Wat Chiang Man as a significant
cultural heritage of the Lanna Kingdom. Wat Chiang Man is the first and oldest temple in Chiang
Mai, established concurrently with the city's founding in 1839 B.E. by King Mengrai. He dedicated
his temporary residence, where he stayed while overseeing the city's construction, to become the
first royal monastery and bestowed upon it the name "Wat Chiang Man," derived from the belief
that a city must have a temple as its stronghold. This qualitative study employs the analysis of
primary and secondary sources, along with field surveys to examine ancient sites and artifacts. The
findings reveal that Wat Chiang Man has profound historical foundations. Key evidence includes the
Wat Chiang Man inscription, which states that King Mengrai, King Ngam Mueang of the Phayao
Kingdom, and King Ruang of the Sukhothai Kingdom jointly established this temple. Furthermore,
the evolution of Wat Chiang Man clearly reflects the historical changes of Lanna, from the Mengrai
dynasty era to the significant restoration period during the reign of Chao Kawila. In terms of
architecture and art, Wat Chiang Man serves as a repository of valuable and diverse works. Key
components include the Elephant-surrounded Chedi, an important architectural feature in Lanna
art, and precious artifacts such as Phra Setangkhamani (the White Jade Buddha) and the Buddha
image in the posture of subduing the elephant Nalagiri. The analysis of these artifacts demonstrates
that Wat Chiang Man was a crucial point in the cultural exchange network of Southeast Asia and
reflects the multicultural nature of Lanna civilization. As a cultural heritage site, Wat Chiang Man
holds multidimensional value as a historical symbol, a center for artistic learning, and a spiritual
space. This study recommends developing digital databases, promoting community participation,
and creating educational programs for the sustainable conservation and transmission of this cultural
heritage. Understanding Wat Chiang Man thus establishes a foundation for culturally valuable

development for the future.

Keywords: Wat Chiang Man; Lanna Art; Cultural Heritage
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