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Abstract

This academic article presents approaches to developing reading comprehension skills
through mind mapping as a learning enhancement tool. Reading comprehension is a fundamental
skill essential for education at all levels, particularly in the information age where the ability to
analyze and summarize key information from diverse content is crucial. However, national and
international assessment results reflect that many Thai learners still face challenges in
understanding and summarizing essential information from texts. The main causes include the lack
of effective reading strategies, instruction that emphasizes memorization, content that does not
align with learners' interests, and the absence of appropriate learning media and innovations. Mind
mapping is a learning strategy that aligns with Schema Theory, Meaningful Learning Theory, and
Constructivist Learning Theory. It helps learners organize information, connect content relationships,
and systematically summarize main ideas. This article presents theoretical concepts related to
reading comprehension and mind mapping, analyzes research supporting the effectiveness of mind
mapping in developing reading skills, and introduces three mind mapping approaches: pre-reading
mind mapping, during-reading mind mapping, and post-reading mind mapping, along with clear
implementation procedures. The article also discusses the benefits of using mind mapping, including
promoting analytical and synthetic thinking, enhancing memory and long-term learning,
encouraging participatory learning, responding to individual differences, and developing creative
thinking, as well as limitations that should be considered. Additionally, it presents approaches for
applying mind mapping in the Thai educational context, including curriculum integration,
development of media and innovations, teacher development, research and development, and the
creation of learning communities. These approaches will benefit the overall improvement of

educational quality in the country.
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