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Abstract

This article examines the development of decentralization in Thailand and
intergovernmental relations between central government and local administrative organizations.
It analyzes the forms, laws, policies, and challenges in the decentralization process from the

promulgation of the 1997 Constitution to the present. The study reveals that despite Thailand
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having legal frameworks and policies promoting decentralization, implementation faces
numerous challenges, particularly regarding centralized administrative structures, budget
limitations, and central government intervention. From historical and theoretical analysis, the
article divides development into three periods: pre-reform (before 1997), reform (1997-2006),
and decentralization deceleration (2007-present). The latter period demonstrates a regression in
decentralization reflected through recentralization of power, increased supervisory mechanisms,
and delays in transferring functions and budgets. Key issues affecting intergovernmental
relations include overlapping authorities, fiscal dependency, and strict supervisory systems. The
article proposes approaches to enhance decentralization effectiveness in the Thai context,
emphasizing reform of intergovernmental relations, capacity development of local administrative
organizations, and promotion of citizen participation. These approaches aim to strengthen | ocal

democracy and sustainable development.

Keywords: Decentralization, Local Government, Intergovernmental Relations, Local

Governance, Thailand
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