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Abstract

This research article examines techniques for adapting literary prose into
dance-drama scripts, using the case study of the story of Kamanit-Vasitthi. The
research employs a qualitative methodology, collecting data from documents,
participatory, and non-participatory observations. Data collection and analysis
involve categorizing information by topic and comparing data through descriptive
narratives to identify information that aligns with the objectives.

Research findings indicate that there are five important steps that writers
must study when adapting prose into dance drama scripts: 1. The writer must
thoroughly understand the content of the story. 2. The writer must grasp the
main ideas of the story to compose a script that conveys the intended messages
and themes. For example, the story of Kamanita and Vasitthi is about the pursuit
of true happiness, letting go, and non-attachment. 3. The writer must understand
the personalities, characteristics, feelings, and relationships of the characters. For
instance, Kamanita is in love with Vasitthi, while Satakein is infatuated with
Vasitthi alone. This unrequited love is a cause of suffering and separation, which
drives the plot forward. 4. The writer must comprehend the timeline and
sequence of events in the story to arrange them appropriately when composing
the script. For example, the Buddha arrives at the potter’s house in the evening
at the beginning of the story and stays overnight at the potter’s house. 5. The
writer must know about composing dance drama scripts and poetic forms.
Ensuring the verses follow proper metrics and rhyme schemes will help align the
lyrics with the music, melodies, choreography, and singing, resulting in
harmonious and aesthetically pleasing works. For example, the “klon suphap”
form has a specific structure: one stanza has two lines, each line contains two
verses, and each verse consists of 7-9 words. There are required external rhymes
(between lines) and internal rhymes (within lines), which may be vowel or

consonant rhymes.
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The methods for adapting prose from classical literature into dance
drama scripts, as seen in the case study of Kamanita—Vasitthi, involve five key
steps that writers must be aware of. When extracting the main ideas, it becomes
clear that Kamanita—Vasitthi presents concepts about the happiness of life, the
causes of suffering, and the cessation of suffering. The main characters are
Kamanita and Vasitthi, lovers who are separated. The prose describes a clear
desire to be liberated from suffering. The timeline of events is well described,
which helps in composing concise and rhythmic scripts that present the story’s
purpose, making the resulting performance engaging and not tedious.

Based on these research findings, this article will benefit those studying
the adaptation of prose from classical literature into dance drama scripts by
outlining the necessary steps in creative work and scriptwriting. This will help
produce beautiful scripts with engaging content while preserving the original
literary plot.

Keywords: Adaptation, Prose narratives, Dance drama scripts
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