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Abstract

This research investigates Korean idol fandom in Thailand through a case
study of the shipper community, or fans who support romantic pairings of
characters, for Jaehyun and Doyoung (Jaedo) of the South Korean boy band NCT.
It aims to: 1) examine fan participation behaviors and forms deriving from online
shipping; and 2) analyze the relationship between fan behaviors and shipper
moments observed online. Data is collected by observational tracking of fan
content and activities with the hashtag #jaedo on the X platform. Additionally,
13 key informants meeting pre-defined criteria provide in-depth interviews.
Qualitative data analysis by processing and synthesizing results from
observations, combined with empirical data of trending activity, and interview
results regarding the behavior and expressions of fan clubs within the shared

shipper community.
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Results are that 1)the online Jaedo shipper community has dynamic
activity and diverse fan participation forms, expressed in a range of fan-generated
content. These include content-based engagement such as publishing and
recommending fanfiction; posting images and videos inspired by shipper
moments; producing original fan-created content; distributing and selling related
merchandise; and transmitting news and information on shipper activities. Fan
group mobilization is also evident through the frequent trending of #jaedo on
social media in Thailand. Fan behavior and participation patterns as online
shippers create a mechanism expressing community identity. 2) Observed shipper
moments directly correlate with fan behavior as initial content or stimuli for intra-
community action and reaction. Innovations by devotees are likewise pivotal in
driving supporters” momentum and sustaining engagement.

Keywords: Fandom, Korean Idol, shipper community, Jaedo
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