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Abstract

This study explores Buddhist ethics concerning monastic consciousness
(samaRa-saffia) in the use of social media according to Buddhist ethical principles. The
objectives of the research are twofold: (1) to examine the current situation of social
media usage among Buddhist monks; and (2) to analyze samar_la—saﬁﬁé in the context of
social media used through the lens of Buddhist ethics. The scope of this research focuses
on the content and documents related to Buddhist ethical principles concerning
samala-saffd. A documentary research method was employed through collecting and
analyzing data regarding samafa-saffd in social media usage according to Buddhist
ethics aiming at contributing to academic knowledge and encouraging awareness among
monks and novices in their use of present social media. The findings reveal that the
current use of social media among monks can be categorized into three purposes
including: 1. for entertainment and leisure; 2. for communicating the Dhamma and
religious propagation; and 3. for education. The present society, therefore, should not
prohibit monks from using social media, as it may obstruct the access to vital
information. Monks and novices should instead use technology appropriately, in ways
that do not contradict the Dhamma-Vinaya. Monks may use digital platforms to share
useful information, seek knowledge, propagate the Dhamma, and promote public
relations on public-benefit activities. It is crucial that monks must know how use social

media for maximizing the benefits of the society. Whether social media is beneficial or
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harmful, it depends on the users. If a monk uses it to flirt, access pornography, or engage
in behavior sensitive to violate the Vinaya, such media will become harmful that causes
disgrace to the users and the religious institutions. On the contrary, if monks use social
media with mindfulness, self-restraint, and in accordance with monastic discipline, social

media will become beneficial for the society at large.

Keywords: SamaNa-safina, online social media, Buddhist ethics
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