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Abstract
This research aimed to 1. study the role of Buddhist monks in the development of
inmates in Nakhon Ratchasima Province; 2. compare the role of Buddhist monks in the

development of inmates in Nakhon Ratchasima Province, categorized by personal factors;
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and 3. study the problems, obstacles, and suggestions regarding the role of Buddhist monks
in the development of inmates in Nakhon Ratchasima Province. The research employed a
mixed-methods approach. Quantitative research used questionnaires as a data collection
tool. The sample consisted of 100 Nakhon Ratchasima Central Prison officers. Statistical
analyses included frequency, percentage, mean, and standard deviation. Hypothesis testing
was conducted using t-tests, F-tests, and one-way ANOVA. Qualitative research involved in-
depth interviews with 9 key informants (monks or individuals). Data was analyzed using
descriptive content analysis.

The research findings indicated that 1) the overall role of Buddhist monks in the
development of inmates in Nakhon Ratchasima Province was at a moderate level. The study
found that the highest average score was for mental health (3.24), followed by economic
and social aspects (3.13), and the lowest average score was for physical health (3.12). 2) A
comparison of the role of monks in developing inmates in Nakhon Ratchasima Province
showed no significant difference in the opinions of prison staff across different genders, ages,
education levels, and monthly incomes. Therefore, the research hypothesis was rejected.
Recommendations include: arranging for knowledgeable monks to give lectures alongside
prison staff to improve inmates' attitudes towards behavioral change and quality of life;
coordinating with government agencies to organize activities and projects to reduce prison
sentences; and promoting a new life for inmates, preventing reoffending, in accordance with
integrated Buddhist principles.

Keywords : The role of Buddhist monks, Prisoner Development, Buddhism
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