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Abstracts

This academic article aims to propose guidelines for integrating Buddhist
principles to strengthen local political networks. The study finds that Buddhist-
oriented local politics is a process that merges Dhamma principles with modern
political concepts to create networks characterized by transparency, justice, and
sustainability. Key principles applied include Governance (Thammaphiban),
Consensus (Chanthamati), the Four Noble Truths, the Middle Way (Majjhima
Patipada), and Loving-kindness and Compassion. These principles encourage
stakeholders to prioritize public interest over personal gain.

Building local political networks based on these virtues not only secures a
stable support base by winning the hearts of the people through morality but also

serves as a crucial foundation for developing local politicians into provincial and
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national levels. Furthermore, the application of Dhamma leads to "Moral Politics,"
emphasizing the ethical use of power, accountability to public scrutiny, and
responsibility. These elements are vital mechanisms for creating a caring society,
reducing grassroots conflicts, and ultimately fostering a stable and sustainable
democracy.

Keywords: Buddhist Politics, Moral Politics, Local Political Networks, Governance
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