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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to compare the social communication skills
of a preschool child with delayed language development before and after
participation in learning activities based on Discrete Trial Training (DTT). This study
employed a case study research design using a pretest-posttest comparison
approach. The participant was a 5-year-old female preschool child diagnosed
with delayed language development and selected through purposive sampling.

The research instruments consisted of a social communication skills assessment
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form, eight learning activity plans based on Discrete Trial Training, and a
behavioral observation record form. The target behaviors covered four domains:
responding to greetings, requesting, responding to offered items, and brief
conversational interaction. All instruments were validated by three experts,
yielding an Index of Item-Objective Congruence (I0C) ranging from 0.67 to 1.00.
Data were collected through five assessments conducted before the intervention
and five assessments conducted after the intervention. Data were analyzed using
descriptive statistics, including mean scores and comparisons between pre-
intervention and post-intervention performance.

The findings indicated that, following participation in learning activities
based on Discrete Trial Training, the participant demonstrated improvement in
all targeted social communication skills. The overall mean score increased from
0.40 to 1.90. Specifically, the mean score for responding to greetings increased
from 0.80 to 2.00, requesting increased from 0.00 to 2.00, responding to offered
items increased from 0.20 to 1.70, and brief conversational interaction increased
from 0.60 to 1.90. Furthermore, behavioral observation data revealed that the
participant was able to use spoken language more appropriately and
demonstrated a greater ability to perform target behaviors independently. The
findings suggest that Discrete Trial Training is a promising instructional approach
for promoting social communication skills in preschool children with delayed
language development.

Keywords: Social communication skills, Discrete Trial Training, Delayed language

development, Preschool children
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