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Abstract

This research aimed to: 1) examine the power, roles, and operational
mechanisms of Samut Prakan Municipality in providing long-term care services
for the elderly; 2) analyze the policy bargaining processes and power relations
between local government organizations and relevant agencies; and 3) propose
guidelines for improving long-term care services for older persons within the

context of an aging society in an industrial urban area. This study employed a
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qualitative research approach. Data were collected through in-depth interviews
Participant observation and Documentary Analysis. The key informants consisted
of 28 participants, including executives of Samut Prakan Municipality and other
relevant stakeholders. The collected data were analyzed using the Content
Analysis method.

The findings revealed that: Documentary Analysis

1) Samut Prakan Municipality plays a significant role as a local
operational mechanism in providing long-term care services for older persons
through collaboration with healthcare agencies, community networks, and the
National Health Security Office via the Care Manager (CM) and Care Giver (CG)
systems. However, the municipality still encounters limitations regarding budget
allocation, personnel, and policy-making authority, which remain under the
control of the central government.

2) The provision of long-term care services reflects policy bargaining
processes and power relations among local government organizations, state
agencies, healthcare service providers, and community networks. Social welfare
provision for the elderly has also been utilized as a mechanism for creating
political legitimacy and public trust toward local government organizations and

3) Guidelines for improving long-term care services for older persons
should emphasize decentralization of budgetary and decision-making authority
to local government organizations, personnel capacity development,
strengthening community collaborative networks, and improving integrated and
accessible elderly database systems.

Keywords: Long-Term Care for the Elderly, Local Welfare Legitimacy, Policy

Politics
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