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ANENARY: WITALR, ANUAINGN, YARINA, NTUJTUAMEAILATINGAEUT

Abstract

This article analyzes the role and faith of monks in Thai society in the
digital age, focusing on the changing relationship between the Sangha and
Buddhists as influenced by rapidly changing social and technological factors.
The study reveals that people's faith today has shifted from a reliance on
traditional rituals to a more individualistic and critical faith. This is driven by
increased access to information via online media, which allows for widespread
questioning and scrutiny of monks' behavior. Furthermore, monks have adapted
by becoming “content creators” on digital platforms to spread Dhamma
teachings and become social activists, helping communities in times of crisis.
This adaptation helps foster sustainable faith through concrete actions, but at
the same time, they face challenges from consumerism that impact the image
of the Sangha. This research suggests that reforming the Sangha to enhance
transparency and modernizing the knowledge and skills of monks will be
important approaches to maintaining faith and the role of monks as spiritual
leaders in the future.

Keywords: monks, faith, digital age, reform of the Sangha and Buddhism
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