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Abstract

This academic article explores the conceptual framework of social inclusion, a
fundamental pillar of sustainable development. The primary objectives are to synthesize and
analyze the evolution of social inclusion concepts and their critical linkage to the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), which the global community aims to achieve by 2030. Utilizing a
methodology based on an extensive literature review of academic documents and reports from
international organizations, this study reflects a significant paradigm shift—moving from a
traditional focus on natural resource conservation toward a more holistic emphasis on human
dimensions and social equity. The findings reveal that the concept of social inclusion has
evolved as a direct response to social exclusion, a negative phenomenon that exacerbates
inequality and segregation. In contrast, social inclusion serves as a proactive, positive construct
rooted in the principle that all members of society must have equitable access to rights,
opportunities, and resources. This access should be guaranteed regardless of gender, age,
disability, ethnicity, or socioeconomic status. The study identifies four core dimensions of social
inclusion: civil rights, labor market integration, access to social services and infrastructure, and
the cultivation of strong social networks. Furthermore, the research highlights that social
inclusion is intrinsically aligned with the United Nations' guiding principle of "Leaving No One
Behind," which focuses on reducing vulnerability and eliminating all forms of discrimination. The
insights provided in this article serve as a valuable conceptual framework for scholars and
government agencies. It offers a strategic foundation for formulating public policies and
developmental agendas aimed at fostering genuine social justice and creating equal

opportunities within the modern societal landscape.
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