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Abstract
This research aimed to 1) study the current and desired states of parental engagement in promoting
early childhood development at child development centers, 2) assess the needs for parental engagement
in promoting early childhood development, and 3) develop guidelines for enhancing parental engagement
in early childhood development at child development centers. The sample consisted of 504 participants,
including school administrators, child caregivers, and parents. The sample size was determined using a
percentage-based criterion and selected through multi-stage random sampling. The research instruments
consisted of four tools: 1) a questionnaire on the current conditions with a reliability coefficient of .95, 2) a
questionnaire on the desired conditions, with a reliability coefficient of .98, 3) a structured interview form
and 4) an assessment form to evaluate the appropriateness and feasibility of the proposed developmental
guidelines. The statistical methods used for data analysis included percentage, mean, standard deviation,
and modified priority needs index (PNl .q4ifieq) and content analysis.
The research results were found as follows: 1) The current state of parental involvement in
promoting early childhood development in overall was at a high level while the desired state was at the
highest level. 2) The most pressing needs which had higher values than the overall, namely participation
in promoting cognitive development and emotional development. 3) The development guidelines were
categorized into four aspects: (1) Physical development participation — Parents should be involved in
ensuring that young children receive nutritious meals and adequate rest. (2) Emotional development
participation — Parents should support young children in building confidence, expressing themselves, and
providing love and warmth. (3) Social development participation — Parents should foster positive family
relationships, encourage responsibility, discipline, appreciation of nature and the environment, and a sense
of Thai identity. (4) Cognitive development participation — Parents should take part in designing learning
activities for young children, maintain a positive attitude toward learning, and develop their problem-solving
and critical thinking skills. The overall assessment of the development guidelines indicated that they were

at the highest appropriate level and at a high feasible level.

Keywords : Parental Engagement, Early Childhood Development, Needs Assessment,

Child Development Centers.
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